
Working Smarter for Mac Users presents:  

Quotable Quotes for Productive People 

The secret to writing a screenplay is keeping your ass in the chair. —Oliver Stone  || We don’t 
manage time, we manage activities within time. —Bernard Kelvin Clive  || Nothing so needs 
reforming as other people’s habits. —Mark Twain  || Nothing is less productive than to make 
more efficient what should not be done at all. —Peter Drucker  || Habit is stronger than reason. 
—George Santayana  || I got nasty habits; I take tea at three. —Mick Jagger  || We become what 
we repeatedly do. —Sean Covey   || Motivation is what gets you started. Habit is what keeps you 
going. —Jim Ryun   || Chains of habit are too light to be felt until they are too heavy to be broken. 
—Warren Buffett  || Good habits are worth being fanatical about. —John Irving   || I never could 
have done what I have done without the habits of punctuality, order, and diligence, without the 
determination to concentrate myself on one subject at a time. —Charles Dickens  || Nothing is so 
fatiguing as the eternal hanging on of an uncompleted task. —William James   || Procrastination 
is opportunity’s assassin. —Victor Kiam   || The best way to get something done is to begin. —
Author Unknown  || How poor are they that have not patience! What wound did ever heal but 
by degrees? —William Shakespeare  || If you don’t pay appropriate attention to what has your 
attention, it will take more of your attention than it deserves. —David Allen  || Email is familiar. 
It's comfortable. It's easy to use. But it might just be the biggest killer of time and productivity in 
the office today. —Ryan Holmes  || The more you eliminate the inefficient use of information, the 
better it is for productivity. —Mitch Kapor  || It's not always that we need to do more but rather 
that we need to focus on less. —Nathan W. Morris  || When you waste a moment, you have killed 
it in a sense, squandering an irreplaceable opportunity. But when you use the moment properly, 
filling it with purpose and productivity, it lives on forever. —Menachem Mendel Schneerson  || I 
am sure I'd have made a better all-around man if I hadn't lost so much time just making a living. 
—Herbert Hoover  || The perfect is the enemy of the good. —Voltaire  || The way to get started 
is to quit talking and begin doing. —Walt Disney  || Your work is going to fill a large part of your 
life, and the only way to be truly satisfied is to do what you believe is great work. And the only 
way to do great work is to love what you do. If you haven’t found it yet, keep looking. Don’t settle. 
As with all matters of the heart, you’ll know when you find it. —Steve Jobs  || The least productive 
people are usually the ones who are most in favor of holding meetings. —Thomas Sowell  || No 
matter how great the talent or efforts, some things just take time. You can't produce a baby in one 
month by getting nine women pregnant. —Warren Buffett  || Prior Planning Produces Positive 
Performance —Salley Farquharson  || Resist the short term temptation of procrastination; the 
immediate pleasure and relief that it brings does not fair in comparison to the long lasting damage 
it does to your dreams and goals. —Noel DeJesus  || The smallest of action is better than the 
greatest of intentions. —Mohammed Imran Uddin Uddin  || Give yourself a deadline. Amazingly, 
many people work better under pressure. They are quickly moved to action when they know that 
they have a clock to beat! —Kevin J. Donaldson  || If you spend too much time thinking about a 
thing, you'll never get it done. —Bruce Lee  || Amateurs sit and wait for inspiration, the rest of us 
just get up and go to work. —Stephen King   || Concentrate all your thoughts upon the work in 
hand. The Sun's rays do not burn until brought to a focus —Alexander Graham Bell  || The only 
thing faster than the speed of thought is the speed of forgetfulness. Good thing we have other 
people to help us remember. —Vera Nazarian   || Simplicity boils down to two steps: Identify the 
essential. Eliminate the rest. —Leo Babauta  || To be disciplined is to follow in a good way. To be 
self disciplined is to follow in a better way. —Corita Kent  || You don't actually do a project; you 
can only do action steps related to it. When enough of the right action steps have been taken, some 
situation will have been created that matches your initial picture of the outcome closely enough 
that you can call it done. —David Allen  || Secret to Productivity is single tasking: Focus only on 
one task at hand. And don't start another till that one is completely done —Vivek Naik  || Either 
you run the day or the day runs you —Alice Glynn  || It's hard to pay attention these days because 
of multiple affects of the information technology nowadays. You tend to develop a faster, speedier 
mind, but I don't think it's necessarily broader or smarter. —Robert Redford  || There is a big 
difference between being busy and being productive. Regardless of how busy one is, one's success 
can only come from relentless productivity. —Edmond Mbiaka 


